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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LOME 02151 101533Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ONY-OO /011W 

072478 110206Z/62 

R 101432Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LOME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2647 

UNCLAS LOMEE 2151 

FOR AF/EX/PMO "NO DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE AF" 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP PDIP 

SUB J : CUSTOMS AND TAX LIABILITIES FOR FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL 
REF: STATE 177448 

1 . THE TOGOLESE DO NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN STAFF PERSONNEL AND 
THOSE ON THE DIPLOMATIC LIST BUT RATHER BETWEEN BEARERS OF 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS AND OFFICIAL PASSPORTS. AMERICAN PERSONNEL 
WHO HOLD OFFICIAL PASSPORTS ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING ADDIT 
ION AL TAXES: 

A. ANNUAL LOCAL VEHICLE PROPERTY TAX OF 12,000 CFA ANNUALLY. 

B. A ONE TIME 3,000 CFA LICENSE PLATE TAX. 

C. 500 CFA INSPECTION FOR EVERY SIX MONTHS. 

2. OFFICIAL PASSPORT HOLDERS ARE ONLY ALLOWED TO IMPORT PERSONAL 
EFFECTS AND POV INTO TOGO DUTY FREE DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS 
OF THEIR RESIDENCY. 

3. AMERICAN PERSONNEL WITH OFFICIAL PASSPORTS ARE ALLOWED TO 
IMPORT 15 BOTTLE OF LIQUOR EACH 6 MONTHS WHILE PERSONS BEARING 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS MAY IMPORT 200. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LOME 02151 101533Z 


4. DURING THE PAST YEAR MISSION WAS SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING 
FULL LIQUOR IMPORT PRIVILEGES FOR THE AID OFFICER, HOWEVER POST 
WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN HAVING THIS SAME OFFICER INCLUDED IN THE 
DIPLOMATIC LIST BECAUSE SHE DID NOT HAVE A DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT. 

5. WITH ONLY TWO EXCEPTIONS, ALL MISSIONIMEMBERS HAVE DIPLOMATIC 
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PASSPORTS. THE AUTOMOBILE TAX IS SLIGHTLY MORE THAN $50.00 
ANNUALLY. THE PRICE REDUCTION ON ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AVERAGES 
BETWEEN .50 AND .75 CENTS A BOTTLE, BUT RETAIL PRICES ON ALCOHOL 
BEVERAGES IN LOME ARE EQUIVALENT TO OR LOWER THAN PRICES IN MOST 
AIRPORT DUTY FREE SHOPS. THE SIX MONTH LIMITATION IS REALLY NOT 
A PROBLEM SINCE MOST INDIVIDUALS ONLY ORDER FROM STATESIDE 
VENDORS. 

POST ROUTINELY INCLUDES THESE SLIGHT COST DIFFERENTIALS IN ITS 
ANNUAL RETAIL PRICE SURVEY, DS23, SO PRESUMABLY THE ALLOWANCES 
SECTION INCORPORATES THESE INTO OUR COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE. 

PALMER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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